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TENANCY COMMITTEE . 
HEARS DEMANDS OF 
TENANT FARMERS 


W. L. Blackstone, organizer for 
the Southern Tenant Farmers Un- 
ion, has been added to the Com- 
mittee on Farm Terancy appoint- 
ed by President Roosevelt. As a 
resuit of the activity of the Un- 
ion, the United States has been 
forced to face the question of 
farm tenancy and find a way of 
giving the land back to the peo- 
ple. 

The appointment of Blackstone 
to the Committee is a recognition 
that the Union is a power in the 
movement to end the condition of 
tenancy and that its point of view 
must be heard by the Govern- 
ment. 


Hearings 
At hearings held by the Presi- 
dent’s Committee in Dallas, Texas, 
and in Montgomery, Alabama, 
- representatives of the Union gave 
the point £ view of sharecrop- 
pers and farm workers. They in- 
sisted that the Government take 
‘steps, not only to protect the 
rights of Union’ members and 
other werkers, but also to see to 
it that the Union’s slogan, “Land 
to the landless!” is carried out. 
In both cities, the Union pre- 
sented statements to the Com- 
mittee, describing ‘conditions in 
different parts of the country, 
ang pointing out how they can 
be remedied. Spokesmen for the 
union told the Committee that 
“the present Sharecropper system 
lends iiseif to dishonesty and in- 
efficiency.” 
Discussing methods of ending 
the conditions that are so com- 
mon in the South, they said: “No 


inroads upon tenancy can - be: 


mude by lifting a few men to the 
status of landlords. Only by mak- 
ing large uumbers of men home- 
owners cain any significant in- 
roads be made.” 

Cooperation 

They asked the government to 
set up a new kind of farm or- 
ganization—“a community or vil- 
lage farm economy based on the 
idea of cooperation and mvtual 
assistance.” 

Large numbers cf people et- 
tended the meetings of the Com- 
mittee ‘to hear what was being 
proposed, and almost ali who 
spoke agreed with the statement 
made by Howard Kester, member 
of the Union's Executive Council: 

“We are not a stagnant people 
and the patterns of thought and 

habit which, served our fathers, 
no longer serve us. We have ar- 
rived. at one of those epochs in 
human history when we must 
cither move on to newer fields 
or perish. The people are in no 
mood to perish and the time has 
arrived for those who control the 
economic and social destiny of 
this. land to recognize the situa- 
tion for what it is and promises 
to become if not speedily rem- 
edied.” 
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THEY HEAR THE UNION’S SIDE 
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ourtesy Dallas Mpes WMerald 


‘J. Butler, president of the Southern Tenant Farmers Union, discussing the prot. 
lean of the sharecroppers and farm werkers with members of Presiiont Roosevelt's 
Special Conimittes fr Farm Tenaney. President Butler ts Seated in the center. 


Mitchell’s Report to. Convention 


The. Southern Tenant FParmers 
Unien has come a long way, but 
we still have a long way to go. 
Our goal is befere us, and we 
cannot stop until the dispossessed, 
the landless sharecroppers, ten- | 
ants and other farme rs come into 
their own, - 

There many oostacles that 
Wwe must overcome before we can 
reach that goal. We live in the] 
midst of 4 dying social order: our 
problems are bound up with those 
of.other workers througHout the 
world. But our main-coscern, of 
course, is with tne problems of 


‘the cotton economy of the Seouth- 


land. 

We know that cotton has al- 
Wars been a Slave crop. We know, 
too, that the markets of the 
world, formeriv supplied with 
American cotton, are fast being 


lost to us. New fields are being. 
developed; policies of self-cen-:y 


tered nationalism ore rife through- 
out the vrorld. Nations are de- 


veloping their own colonies and | 
dependencies which can produce’ 


cotton. Substututes for cotton are 
coming into widespread use. 


Shows Union Successes 1936 


Executive Secretary, STFU 


| We must look ahead and trysto {brought in. One tractor can dis- 
visualize the future. If American | piace perhaps four tenants. or 
growers are to meet the increas- | sharecroppers anc onty one day 
Ing competition, then the cost of ‘laborer is required to the 
| producing cotton must be reduced. pmacbine, Labor costs ave cut and | 
We are already on bare sub- | otton 4$ produced cheaply 
sistence- wages’ and our part of |Wagee are beaten down to’ the 
the products of our toil cannot be Jlowest ievels: an abundant supply ! 
cut lower. We. the people wha of -excess iabor is at haad; and 
raise the cotton, have no choice the vyoverrment is cabled te 
‘but. to starve or fight. isupply relief, 

‘The Southern Tenant Farmers | Sone of the delegates at this 
Union is making the struggle for ‘eonvention from the West Texas 
i the very existence of our prople.!| plains San ‘ell you the ¢ffects of 
hat faces us in tne South tolay, |large scale coramercial’ tractor- 

where cotton has been King, is ai farming —ow many of them, for- 
oppling throne. \We are giving it perous Tenants or even 
a pets h so that in its place we can andowners. have been. .evicted 
| a hatter life. froin the land. What is happening 


| | | in Texas is happestng in 


THE FOTURE 


in tne Ntiagissi ippi De ita. 
Wieeat are thie people ta do who 


tack about wa we see | government will not support 
ithe following: First, there aj em in the “pity: work,” ag our 
‘decided trend to day labor. Great, call WPA. Outlets 
aions and landholdings are | et¢es: inbor must be found. 
being’ together by cor- | Oklahoo. and down in Bast- 
\porations and wealthy individuals, Seuthern Texas, land is 
\H Hundreds of tractors are being |” (Continued on Page 2). 


The Third Annuai. Cénvention 
of the Southern Tenant Farmers 


{Union opens in Muskogee, Okla- 


homa, on January 14 and will 
close on January 17. From all 
over the cotton country in the 
South, sharecroppers and tenant 
farmers will gather together, to 
talk over the problems of. their 
organization and to work out 
methods of meeting them. 
Preparing for the new tasks 
ahead, the delegates will discuss 
ways and means of building their 
organization further and making 
it even stronger than--it now Ie, 
Since ihe last convention, the 
Union has ted a successful strike 
of cotton choppers in Eastern 
Arkanszes with the result that the 


‘that section to as high as $1.25 
for picking cotton. As the De- 
| partment of Agriculture reported, 
prices in other places averaged 69 
cents. | 

With such a history of success 


What does the future hold for means of living‘ 4 


'behird it, as weil as an impres- 
' sive job of educational work, the 
winning of fair seitlaments for 


Sharecroppers, the defense of 
inany cages and the conviction of 


| Peacher for slavery, the Union 
"convention will make plans 
the future. 

The delegates, hie will come 
froin such different states as 


Oklahome, Mississippi, Lousiana 
and Texas, wiil meet in the Con- 


Muskogee, Okishoma. 

Many visitors ara. expected from 
all over the United States, inelud- 
ing friends of ths Union who 
have-helped to win better condi- 
‘tions for the sbarec roppers. All 
‘over the country people are 
| teres ted in the organization which 
| has brouzht the Question of farm 
tenancy to the attention. of the 
ration with the result that com- 


gCverrors and by the President to 
study the situation and find a so- 
hition.. 

Prominent speakers from labor 
un.ons, colleges, and even govern- 
ment departments, will address 
the convention. Many messay 
,Of greeting and congratylat 
| have already been received 


tional office from ie: adi peo- 


in America. 


convention, the regular Cereinony 
Si the Land, will be performed, 


taking part. (The Ceremony of 
the Land {s printed in this: issue 
of The Sharecropper’s Voice, on 


; page 3.) 


3c A Cory 


planters had to raise the oay in 


Arkansas, Tennessee, Missovit, 


vention Hall or Mai:t Street, in , 


missions bave been appointed by 


At the closing sessiu of the’ 


With all the delega’es and visitors 
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being plaated ir, vegeunres, ane 


‘ : I> 


These areas can well 
with seetions ef tac coun- 
iry because they have an 
dient supply of CHES) lanoar im 
towns and cilics, consisting of 
iisnossessed and evicted chare- 
eropners and tenants from tne 
eotton plantations. 
Inviting Fxploitation 
Down “In the state of Missis- 
sippis the Jegisluture has enacted 
-a- jaw towns 
cities to build factories ana bas 
brondeus: invitation «to sul! 
sweatshop operatgrs and expioit- 
ers of Jabor ta come 
“Come South.” the Gov- 
ernor cf Mississipo:, ‘and exploit 
‘cur people. ake our evicted 
sharecroppers end info 
the factories: which we have pre- 
vared for youl Work them long 
ours. Drive them hard, for low 


Wwagés will seem high te .nem 


> 
7 


Tuey know nothing of | 


Here is an oppertuni'y for you to 


q — 6 a < 
escape tne lahkor unions 
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siantiating our charges, but noth- 
‘ine was done. 
She Public Helps 
We appealed te the American 
for aid Hundreds of dollars 
of food, clothing and shel- 
‘er were administered through 
‘union channels. There is not one 
case, a8 for as we have been able 
te determine, of any of our people 
-B ever recctving help through gov- 
crpmental sources. We reached 
lyundreds of people; bringing to 

them food, clothing and shelter, 
of a-sort. There were many who 
were in necd that we could not 
reach. 

A distinguished scientist, touched 
by the plight of so many of: our 
people, went out into the field 
with a relief-'oaded car, finding 
4 tsother and her children living 
in the’ open in. bitter weather. 


5 
» 


|Help was given. The good woman, 
7 

(in her own way, thanked Cod for 

the help she received..The gentle- 


mean told her to thank the Union 


She replied: 
the Union.” 

| Jim Ball 

A union meeting at St. Peter’s 
Church was raided by plantation 
ceputies on January 15th. The 
doorkeeper, Jim Bail, who at- 
tempted to prevent violence was 
arrested, The “Laws” returned, 


“Thank God for 


H. L. MITCHELL 


iO achieve their ecmmon 
lobjestives, We therefore stand 
ready to co-operate with all work- 
in agriculture and industry. 
regardiess of race. creed or na- 


] 
the texte and c:0tam2 maus- sheoting two ot ner Mmenibers as 
The garments that v ithe, walked atong the roadside. 
make ity these factur.es can | 


be sold betew the cast OF 
tion in other parts of. the, cous 
Raw imateriats are here, 
nienty of Cheap electric yower 


Tie Mery het G61 Cum- 


4 
which says that may br 
egnsidercQ 25 Nneneunion and 


that iahsr there “is. not. prope 


i 

: 
its sgourees. Gf sryply are “fiom 
the tenant class of farmers In 


Pri-States. comprising ‘Tennessee, 


Missis.ippi and Arkansas.” such | 


is the gleeful boast. 
Our Anewer 


hea 


to these challenges? Our answer 
is ts organize--to organize all 
agricultural werkers in veectable 
fields as well as cotton, to go 
inte the hittle: tewns and orpfan- 
ize whe part-time WPA Worker, 
to increase the mumber of ypood 
union men, workers whe) won’ 
on thetr feleweworker:, wh 
Will co-operate with all labor or- 


We- will hein make 


it cessible for all Southern work- | 


ers. tO continue tO ive 


stuntiy ‘truggling for a bette 


living for all. labor or- 


We piedwe our 


cG-Operation, doing the werk for 
Which we are best fitted. To oOr- 


ginize tre South is the immedciate 
task. . To the miners, clothin 


worters, fexuie mill workers, 


ay We pave the away 

ma VOU? 

Nave &2& COMIBON Ae 
OUT NECes uly of 


your briena 

KOLL 


i 
(| Jim Kall, who had been thrown 
jail, was cherged with assault 
inte o kill, and a materi: 
annual convention | ™ Kill, and a, material 
iof the Southern Tenant Warmers | |witne 
‘ ey" <eqd me 
436, wilh members returning Lo} mask od: men. 
their locals to report the proceed- ood. ot 
verett Ooa, ONE AL 
Dnmediately there was a ib th 
i¢ deputies, was censured by > 
riansas S: ourt tor 
throughout our territory. New to- ? 
dating right o e people 
cals were organized, Preparations | 
were mage to engage in a Scrug- 
This Convention should. go on 
izle on a jarger scale tnan ever! 
¢ Nag | Pecora demanding the release of 
before,’ Farm workers .raitied; 
eg Jim Ball now serving sentence on 
evervyWHeTE the SEPpart ot/The | 
‘ 


~ 
23 
>. 


tthe Tucker Farm, because Jim 
cause which they recognized as) 
‘Rall ts innocent of any ciime and 
them own. Laber as represented 
of iqurst had not been murdered 


the American tederation 

jl.abor, tne United Mine Workers | 

uared fo canviect. 

A few days later, another Unicn 
i'meeting, this. time in the town of 
Juarie, Ack., was raided by a band 
of planters, The Providence Meth- 


: 
nid: id sup por the vatiant 
efforts at our: people to: secure, 
some measure of justice for Unaeni- 


selves, 


The powerful owners of the 
astern 


Arkansus plantations 


ing, was Mtlerally wrecked us men, 
threw dawh:the gauntiet fer a 


women and children were clubbed. 
.piiaward Kester and Herman Gold- 
were givtn evicion 
inne ene berger, our former attorney now 
ve ,., deceased, narrowly escaped lynch- 
throvn upon the roadside in bit- | 
ing. he so-catied “Laws,” deputy 
Sheriffs, ete., were at. the same 
niidren huddled ardund canip 
ltime eloseted wath the District 
fires, Seeking to protect them: | 
Attorney for Eastern Arkansas 
selves frony the terrible winter. ) | 
fin the town of Eerle, while the 


ifivist to the €iush. Nearly 20) un- 
ion fam‘les 


—< 


Workhen 


= 

Same were 
fier,’ cold weather 


GI NGs FROM 


M. 
Print Shop 


rhoughts have gone forth 


slat yenlow ot PINGS, Vio 

| 
fight is r.y i‘ght | Greetings From 


 B. UCTRICK Barberton Central 
Chwoed, Ind. Labor Union 
BARSERTON, OHIO 


ARMER 


sent co prison, a victim of a} 


bul permitted to testify, even the} 


odist Charch, scene the mieet- 


Peacher Pays Fine 
— Slavery Charge 


Paul D. Peacher, of Earle, Ark., ; who “have committed crimes 
who was convicted of keeping | against. sharecroppers afd have 
people in slavery, has paid his! been punished themselves by the 
fime of $3,500 to the United States|law. Cases are still coming up 
Government. \— against others, including - the 

Known to many as “Mr.|Earle floggers who beat Willie 
Peaches,” he is now reported to] Sue Blagden, Jim Reese and Eliza 
be a plain, ordinary citizen, and| Nolden. 
no longer the “Law” in Earle.| There are hundreds of other 
Since he paid his fine, he is out Peachers who should be brought 
on probation, and can be made]|to justice. They are now- afraid 
to serve two years in the federal| that the law wil! eatch up with 
jail if he causes any cisturbance. them, just as it caught up with 

The Southern Tenant Farmers! “Mr. Peaches.” 

Union had charged him with ar- — — 
resting Union members during the NOTE TO READERS 

cotton choppers’ strike last sum-| The pressure of work in’ con- 
mer and forcing them into peon- {nection with the Convention has 
age. As a result, the federa! gov-| made it impossibie for us to pub- 
ernment ,indicted him for theliish this issue sooner. We are 
crime, and a jury found him|therefore designating: this the 


guilty. | January issue and. will extend all 
Peacher is one of the first men! subscriptions by one issue. 


The Workers Defense ¢ League pleages its aid to 
the Southern Tenant Farmers Union in the strug- 
gles that lie. ahead. | | 


‘Your and determination assure you of 
victory.- | 


“WORKERS DEFENSE LEAGUE 
112 East 19th Street. 
New York City 


Csreetings s From 
NORMAN 


THE SOCIALIST PAKTY OF THE U. A. sails 
the gains of the Southern Tenant Farmers Union 
registered ai your third annual cotivention. The 
membership ct the Socialist Partv stands shoulder 
to snoulder with* you in your class-conscious 


their e tor beter living conditions. 


Biackhists were openly circulated, 
jraid was in pregress. No officia 
members were even driven SOCIALIST PARTY OF MIS SOURI 
governiment farms on aecount 
timom membership. A call was | 

isent to Washington for relief. Inj? 

to officials in Washing-] Phe secoud section of this re- Sclida ari and increased trent to ihe 
iton, jet it be said, that they were | port will appear in the next issue 

;s¥mputhetic and ordered that te- | of the VOICE and whiil tell the 

lef be given. Local administra-;thriiling story of the strike and 

ic given. fLoval administra ii g story of | MARY HILLYER 

tars, however, sunpiy ignored the; the heroisin of the Union mem- 

Se-cailed investigations | bers. It, also deal with other 
were made, reports were sent sub- | activities oi the *Union.,) 


~ 


Monongahela Valley Central 
Trades Counes 


MeXEAN AVENUE’ CHARLEROI PEL 


id 


demands. 
Land to the Landless! 
freedom and Plenty 
Down with Capitalism and Its as! 
Up with the Banner of a Workers nee 
Cooperative Wor.d! 
National Headquarters SOCIALIST PARTY 
Randoiph Si., higago, Illinois 
The Socialist Party of Missouri wishes success to 
the SOUTHERN TENANT FARMERS UNION in 


Greetings From 


Boot & Shoe Workers 
Union 


Cy eetings and Best Wishes 


Suitcase, Bag and 


Moberly, Missouri ~ Local 48 


Local 52! | sa | Portiolio Makers Union 
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CEREMONY 


READER: ! Arranged By Some languish in jail. 
“Bowed by the weiz! ht of centuries he ieans — j-, HOWARD KESTER and EV ELYN SMITH Some are rotting out their lives on ‘prison 
his hoe and gazes on the ground, farms, 
The emptiness of ages in his face. , Some have been exited from their native 
And on-his back the burden of the world.” i land. We all live on death-colored 
“Wijo made hint sdead te raptute and de- Their wives and children are a_ testimony 
agoiast the terror and misery of King 
“Stolid and stunned, a brother to the os | (olton’s fottering Empire.” | 
READER: “The status of tenancy demiaads. AUDTENCE: 
complete dependence. The lamilocd assumes the |" “Establish justice. . Create plenty. 
prerogative of direction in the choice of crop ihe | Abolish tenancy. —. . Destroy poverty. > 4 
method by which ti‘shal!l be cultivated, and how All power to the Southern Tenant Farmers’ 
and when and where it shall be sold. He keeps Union. : | 
the records and determines the earnings. Phroagh READER: “We face the future with all those 
ye the commissary or evedit merchant, even thie who earn thew bread by the sweat of their brow, 
choice’ of diet is. determined. ‘Phe dandlord can Who hate tyranny and oppression and who’ love 
Posh the Kind and amount of schooling for justices, truth and beauty,” 
the chijdren, the extent to whieh they may share AUDIENCE: “All power to the disinherited 
benefits intended for all the people. He may everywhere. 
even determine ihe relief they receive un the ex- All power to the Southern Tenant Farmers’ 
tremity of their distress. He controls the courts, Union, | a 
the agencies of Jaw enforeement, and ean effee- READER: “By struggling eternally for one an- 1 
tively thwart any efforts at organization: pro- other we shall dry the. ancient tears of the op- 
tect their meager rights.” pressed. dry up the wells of despair and hopeless-. “| 
AUDIENCE: “it is you who have eaten up the ness and build a world free from poverty, ty- | 
land; the spoil of ihe poor is in your houses; ranny and want’ 
What -inean ve that you erush inv people and AUDIENCE: “Let us press forward to the land 
grind the faces of the poor?” fsa. 3-14, 1. ot our dreaiis. At power to. the Southern Tenant | | 
REAVER: “The Seuth hasn't had enough pay Farmers’ Union. 
since the Givil War to advance a single step I) KEADER: “Yesterd: ay we did not see the land 
civilization. Whole families live on twenly-five |-——---- -------— = of promise which offers to all men, somen and 
cents a day. . Mince the Civil. War, whether] cigihes to our naked: bodies. Our a full and abundant lite, today we behold 
white or coiered, the sharecropper hrs been the ery ain and our echtldren upein it and with fiem: teet mareh toward tomorrow 
equivalcnt of slave labor.” “Whenever [ travelfanee. Our sefhieol ts halling down We shell tise up and seize it 
thr Ous gly the Cotton Belt the things braun! me there are. noe windows of doors and the: ‘ts AUDIENCE: the disinherited belongs the 
mest are the ragged tenants, wrinkled wives, warped up iy the middles We have no school) 
fed, anaemic children, and the wrelehed hovels in}books and ne inen evio buv anv. Our houses are ~ RE ADER: “And the land shall. not be sold in | 
which they Hive, whether white or Negro. Mor the for mules to tive in. dandlord Lev, 25:2. | 
past fiffy years eottoun been produced aut Presses TS, robs us of ow Wites when he Al NC ane Justice —Justice and | 
the vers life bleod of the South.” We have meohkers that are homeless ondy band.” 
AUDIENCE: “Woe unto him that buoldeth histpave as place to go ADEL Phe fond ts the common hetitage of 
injustice; that Mis aecishbors service with- today we deinand Justice!” AUDIENCE:, Land to the Landless, 
out wages end th hun not hi Ae, 13. READER: “There only oae hopeful tying Rie ADE “to the disinh erited be ‘Honus the fu- 
ADER: “la the eotton Of the South is] about the Silushion ane that ts tha rm y-tlure.” 
the saost stark ser:dom ihat ois felt anvwhe re Wyant Parmers: | nion. Here one may see the truest} A! ‘DIENCE: power to the Southern Ten- 
the wesicrn word, The *sharcervop per is a VALUES. ara bey alty l Partners U 
Wiho possesses as near to nothing as any onan biense mathe face of daager and here ChREMONY 
lie United d.ates.” “He hus na sach rights asj something | of tecrifie bistorresd | R: Detecales to the annual convention 
peasants had aequired tn the Middic Aves undei}portanee. For. the first tinre tm the history of the tof the Southern Tenant Farmers’ Union, march 
Feudaitsn,’ landlord owns the jand, the im- nited States, perbaps tn the fustory of the to: receive ca portion of this earth 
plements and the niules and. sometimes by antthe white and taulored peonle are Working to fbrought by ovour brother delegates from the states 
unwritten law the shareer Oppei gether ta conmuen Cause With ele iit ev struggle for better life. Gather 
AUDIENCE: “Woe canto them that join house friendship. They are workin, together a fow grains from the soil of Mississippi, 
to house, that lav field to field tit Here be no Nhat ois suposed to he everyone PArhansas. Pedanessee, Oklahoma, Missouri, and 
room. and lo dwell alone in thie midst lecent standard of living. education. security, | Peaas, where tec Southern Peonant Farmers’ Un- 
of the land.” Isa. 4:8. | hape for the future t. fron a hiving fore Mingle these Brains in one 
“READER: “i. have travelled over taost of Euetof these things; Ubetr only fopese? the oas ao svinboloos the on whieh we live 
rope and part of Attica but | have never Seen fis The centrai labor. This bet af earth is to be taken as a 
such fderrible stubts as-J saw amone the share tiled it as qutte elear that the plamiors | hs ob thet tor whieb we.are united in striuzule 
croppers. tere are people of good stock, want id ythe sharcerc vers in state of slav-] (‘LOSING 
tential menibers of a “reat and hes CTY. }? Have managetl to. this. | READER: seventy we have been Ung 
are treated worse than worse thand But the he world are on then. bor the semi-sinve system Known as share- 
farming tmplements and stoek. ‘They are neoilsake of all that we value in etvilization, the pres-feroppong which at times is more bridal aad. hu 
shiftless, they want te work They want to state of things has pol to be finished.” chattel slavery ttself for vears 
deceniiy aS workers: but even the right to work AUDIENCE: “And God made one Slood tou: ssors hept ous divided ane made us 
is denied tien. They seem to be demed al! their} all the races to dwell together on the face! Struggle agoinst our own brothers, By so. doing: 
rights.” | of the earth.’ We whe ave Indians lived here be- [thes maves of us all. Today a new light 
AUDIENCE: “And judgiient is furned owayjfore oiher races exme and drove us from our} bas come to our ves, to our 
backward, and justice standeth afar off; for truththomes and land. Now we are divnberited. Welmindé and we longer sttukgle against one an- 
is fallen in the street, and equily eannot enter.” who ure Negroes Were from) our native; r, Dut .we SUPUp against Our op- | 
Isa. 59:14. . homes in chains. We heave always been land-j presse knowin, that out of a dark and gloomy 
READER: “Come now, you rich men, weepfless, We whe are whife men came to as we strimgte together we sball the 
and shriek Over VOur pending You selves hames. are Pow drometess and land-| our hearts bot Me tieans af 
have been: storing up treasure in the very lastjicss. ~-We who are Mexicans were here by ithis ceremony we have dedieated our lives to the 
days; VOur wealth lies rotting, your Bord and a! better tite. VOW OTe homeless Task 
silver lie rusted over, and their rust will be evi-jand as strangers in a strange land. Together we vided we stand but woltecd in. struggie- im the. 
dence against vou. See the wages of which youfery, LAND FOR THE LANDLESS. e pSouthern Tenaot barmers’ Union we shall inherit 
have defra uded the workmen who mowed vour AUDIENCE: “Let justice roll down as the te: which we have yearned, labored and 
ile call out, and the erties of the harve sters | ters righteousine aS 2 mignty stream.” ALL! died opower fo the Southern Tenant Farm- 
reached the ears’ cf the Lord of the Arinies of (POWER ‘TO THE SOUTHERN TENANT FAGM- ers’ Union be 
Heaven.” James 3. ERS. UNION. NUDTENCES TRE Ts the 
righteous decrees . . . who turn aside the needy{to be born. world of -feecatom, jast READER: Land to the landless. 
justice, and rob the poor of my people off plenty where nope Shall be oppressed and nein Te the disinherited belomps the fue 
READER: “Wy live in tand of piéniy. and pmarch each day toward. tom header aad) Audienes join in repeatin. | 
we receive only St.00 ration per month forifaith tn ourselves, our ed othe thir: 
those who work and there is nothing allowed for which we strugeles whet NOW THE DAY WHEN. ‘TRE | 
small children, and bahies and on 60c dav at AUDIENCE: “Our tects S 
man is supposed to suppert and if, pathway filled with trouble and the, THEREOF SHALL BE THE PRO; 
he should fail to get out of debt whieh for 4 Which we have cgme titled with ters tat we ba PLES OWN AND FREE MEN SHALL-NOT J 
last five vears has been the case? In the samines faltered nui Died back,” LIVE AS’ TENANTS OF MEN ON THE 3 
there is not enough food to feed: our? hungry READER: EARTH WHICH: “THOU: HAST GIVEN ‘TO 
mouths and in winter we-have no money to buy, “Some of our brothess lie dead. ALL.” Afnen. : 


Cc wa 
- 
3 
> 
j st 
} 


This ‘Phird Annusi Conventron will not onjy hear re- 
ports of what has becn done in the past. [Tt wil make plans 
for the werk that is aheal  Shareereppers: and. farm: 
borers from six states, wHieeoeme together to work 
out a program the coming’ year to make the organiza~ 
even stronger by botiding up its membership and its 
ideals, by eduealing them to meet their problems aad by 


get ihe} 


THE SHARECROPPERS’ VOICE 


1937 


COOPERATIVE CLUBS 
of The Disinhertted | STUDIED BY LOCALS 

The Shar recroppers oice Locais of ine Southern Tenant 

Oiheinl Organ of the \, farmers. Union are studying the 
é |i subject Qf Consumers Cooperation 
southern Venant Farmers’ U nion _| in order ‘to be able to open their 
Published Monthly by the stores in the future and es- 
cape from the cheating commis- 
oice Publishing Company |sary stores. Union ‘members iti 
BOM 5215, MEMPHIS, TENN. Tahoka, Texas,- hope to be the 
Cave Year's Subscription 25 Cems | first to start their own “buying 
| club.” 

The Union ha sent out to the 
locals material on consumers co; 
VOL. NO. 1 JANUARY, 1097 operation, prepared by the United 
"i States Government. (If your, lo- 
al dicin’t receive it, write to the 

THE CONVENTION office.) 

Weoeome te our Piird Annual Convention a much} Executive-secretary H. L. Miteh- 
stronger. ‘ tier we ever dreained we could el, ina letter to the locals, which 
eome i sucha short space af times. In three years of tile, | went out with the little books-on 
members of the Southe iy Te nant karmers have Wor cooperation, wrote: 
grenl Vy dories, and hi: ave made the whole country sit up and “This little book tells the in- 
take notice of the conditions of the sharecroppers aod other “piring story ef-the Rochdaie pio- 

sfarmn laborers. neers. The’ Rochéale workers 

ln many causes, fat have heen gained fort were employed in the cotton mills 
‘individual tenant farinicrs who in danger of being | ofa little towu in England. There 
cheated hy thew fandlords; tn other cases, fair athey started the most successful 
were <Iven onhy: because the Jandtords realized that ther of all cooperative stores— stores 


would have with ed workers tastead of with 
individuals. 
liighew prices 


fo day laborers in the 


sections where {he Union is strongly organized. Etforts 
le convict union on trumped-up charges have heen 


blecked by our defense machinery. The Southern Tenant 
Farmers Upien has been respoasitble for bring. to the at- 


featicn 


of the American people the 
m some paris of tho country, 
succeeded) in bringitg about 
ol Paul Pe: 
Qh peronace, 


fact that slavery. still 
und we have already 
the eouvietion and punishment 


of Earle, on charges 


preparigg for pew 
(00d iue kK, delegates! & 
ers inion! 


Build tae Southern Tenant Farin- 


THE PRESIDENT’S COMMIS 


which they themselves owned and 
operated. 


“Rochdaic Plan 
“The weavers of were 
much worse off than share :CYUP- 


pers, tenants and 
borers are today. [t is our belief 
-and the belief of many people 
xroughout America--that we who 
work in the eotton fields can do 
for ourselves others have 
done before us. 

“We do not want you to set up 
a co-operative store without first 
fearning the neany things there 
are to know ahout the egoperative 
idea. Become educated and then | 
we will heip vou in working out 
plans for betterment. We do not 
advise the setting up of stores 
right away. Let us learn more 
about it before we start. 

“A number of locals have 
ready made the fiest steps. Buy- 


other farm la- 


W 


cule 


lent ing clubs have been started and 

vestigate te mim tenaney and fo propose a way | No loent should start a cooper- | 
oul. On that commission. he has*uppointed a meniber or: a buvine club without; 

thern Tenant winners Union, first notifving the national OTFICE | 


was onty because the sharecroppers had or; wanizecd 
inte the Union that i pecame possible for such th Ings to 
happen. When they were unorganized and tried to 
things tor themselves as individtrals, ihey were beipless. But 
when thes got and decided to work together for 
the common good, the wh ole countey had allention, 


Khe members of the Southern karcmers Union 


| 


avé doing tinore thea just organizing to win better condi- 
ons. They also bave am prograin to end farm fenaney so 


that the people. who werk on the: 
benefit of their daber, 
Conunission nol decide 
the Union as the 
-members of ihe 
They } 


land shallbe the owners 

mven if the President's 
o recommend the program of 
way out of the nisery of the people, the 
Dien shiing for their 
That the i; siven bach ta the people. 


wilh go on 


avd mist be 


{owas thrown jail ona 
When planters raided uutien 
arresied Jim Ball. They 
Members, and then: ehars sod 


Many 
frasned- Charge, 
and shroft mombers. 
vonunitfcd assaults 
Union man 


try? 


do 


and getting further r inform tation. ij 


COURT POSTPONES 


The « 


‘ase of David M. Benson, 
oroeanizer. for ‘the Workers Al- 
Hance Of Anierica, who was fined 


080 last summer for helping the 
Southern Tenant 
Auring the cotton chopvers’ strike, 
on appeal March 15.. 


Warmers Linen 


will come up 


Benson 


was charged with “en- 


ticing labor,” and driving a. car 
without) an Arkansas. license 
‘Though the ease had come up for 
re-trial this month, the covrt 
postponed HM. C. A. Stanfield, at- 


for the Union, who is de- 
fernding* Benson, is asking for a 
change of vorue so that the trial 


will not be held in Forrest City. 


torney 


At. the first hearing, a mob of 
nlanters threatcned the lives of 


Benson and his lawver, 
~The Union is d 
that 
peal ihe 
of 
law 


chared 


evernmuned 


done and will 
case. * 


the 
in 


justice is 
States, 

lnbor” 


Mnader 
strikes 


if 


ta r¥e 


against “entiwein 
unronstitulic 


that law. practically all 


ved ky hod, Knew that Ball was innocent -of the 
charge. peed him to seven vears knew 
Phe judges who heard ibe appeal and who finally re- 
duced his SeLICNCE lo one yeer knew if. The Governor’ of 
Arkans: IS WHO {6 Sei free knew 
itis mew Governor well ‘take office in Arkan- 
SAS. Souttiern Penani nt ‘Ore 
him all the. facic in th 
‘ ease and he too will knowrthat. Jim 
of can take his place 
Mr workt of me 
Pacts Were Never plain Pruth never spoke. louder 
Man wt speaks fer Jing 
of the new Governor 


is clear, Fe 


save his stale Pray the lisgrace of keeping an innocent 


| 16 pri Son, 
Arhansas ulust give 


ake an 


Ireedon 


to see! 
the Supreme 


thet. 


« Me 
« . 


REMOVE THE GAG! 
JOIN THE 


nat a menmiher of the Southern 
Union, fill cut the coupen on this page aad join 
a free 


li Vou are 
at onee; Became 


i 


Roll the Union On 


| (To the tune of “Potly-Wolly-Doodle AU Day”) 


Tf the planters in the way, 
(7oin’ to roll it over them. 
If the planters in the way, we- 
Goin’ to roll it over them. 
Chorus: Goin’ to roll, goin’ to roll, goin 
Goin’ to roli, #0in’ to ro}!, go: 


we goin’ to rol! it over then, 


goin’ to roll it over_ihem, 
"to roll the union oan, 
n’ to roll the union on. 


If the bosses in the wey, « 
‘Goin’ to roll it over them. 
If the 


goin’ to roll it over them. 


bosses in the way goin’ to voll it ever them, 
Goin’ to voll the triton on. 
Chorus 
3 
If the rmerchants in the way, goin’ to rol!.it over them, 
Goin’ to roli-it over them. Cy 
If the merchants in the way, goin’ to coll it over them, 
Goin’ to roli the union on. 
Charus 
It the bankers in the way, goin’ to rell-it over them, 
Gein’ io roll it over them. 
df tuc bankers in the way, goin’ to rail At over them, 
Goin: to roi) the union on. 
“horus 
if Peaches in the Wiy, go’ to roll it over him, 
Goin’ to rol! it over him 
if-Peaches in the wuy, gvin’ to réll it over him, 
Coin’ to roli the union on. 
Chorus 
It Futrell in the way, goin’ to roll it over aim, 
Coin’ to. roll it over him. 
tf Futrel) in theyway, goin’ to roll it over him, 
Goin’ to roll the union On. 


Chorus 


If Wall Street in the way, goin’ to roll it over them, 
Goin’ to rol it ever them. 
If Wall Street in the way, goin’ 


Goin’ to roll the union on, 


-o roll it over them, 


Chorus 


MERS- 


UNION. 


f 


FAR 


SOUTHERN 
Box 


TENANT 


Memphis, Tenn. 


can be raade 
It is expected, however, 


ecaurts will throw the cas out | 


(rather than be enmbart: vy it 
any y longer. 


that 


Piease me how [can join the Union. 


‘NAME 


| 


Yenaat Farmers 
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